WALK THE TALK

Overcoming the challenges of keeping your promises!

II Corinthians 8:7-15

“Economical Issues: Giving back to God”

Sometimes the hardest thing to give is our money-

We’ve worked for it, and we want to hang on to it!

In this materialistic, money-driven society,

How can we be expected to give to God?

I.  What did I get myself into?  The Third Commitment:

1.  GIVE Faithfully

“‘Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in My house.  Test Me in this,’ says the Lord Almighty, ‘and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.’”–Mal. 3:10

II.  Why is this so hard to do regularly?  The Challenges:
1.  Our money is TIGHT





2.  Our money is NOT THE ONLY WAY WE GIVE


3.  Our money is OURS





III.  Why should I bother with it?  The Calling:

1.  It affects your RELATIONSHIP with GOD



2.  It affects your/your church’s ABILITY to MINISTER



3.  It affects the LIVES

 of OTHERS

  

IV.  How can I overcome?  Keeping the Commitment:

vs. 5
1.  STRUCTURE
 your PRIORITIES



a.  GOD


 comes first



b.  EVERYTHING ELSE
 follows


2.  SET

 your GOALS




According to your:

vs. 10

a.  WILLINGNESS

vs. 11

b.  MEANS



3.  STRIVE

 to ACHIEVE THEM


     A. This requires:

vs. 12

a.  COMMITMENT

vs. 13

b.  SACRIFICE


     B. This results in:



a.  A deeper RELATIONSHIP
 with God



b.  Greater BLESSINGS
 from God

*Remember, tithing is not a FINANCIAL DECISION.

It is always a SPIRITUAL DECISION.
    [5] And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will.  

   [7] But just as you excel in everything--in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us--see that you also excel in this grace of giving. 

    [8] I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. [9] For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich. 

    [10] And here is my advice about what is best for you in this matter: Last year you were the first not only to give but also to have the desire to do so. [11] Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, according to your means. [12] For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have. 

    [13] Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed, but that there might be equality. [14] At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. Then there will be equality, [15] as it is written: "He who gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered little did not have too little."   -2 Cor. 8:5, 7-15
