WALK THE TALK

Overcoming the challenges of keeping your promises!

James 5:13-20

“Homeland Security you can Count on!”

Do you remember your membership vows?

Do you ever have trouble keeping them?

What challenges do you face in keeping them,

And can you overcome those challenges?

I.  What did I get myself into?  The First Commitment:


1.  PRAY Continually

 “Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.” -1 Thess. 5:16-18
II.  Why is this so hard to do regularly?  The Challenges:


1.  Other DEMANDS on our TIME

2.  Other PRIORITIES in our LIVES

3.  Other FORCES in the WORLD


4.  Uncertainties ABOUT the real IMPACT
III.  Why should I bother with it?  The Commands:

1.  Prayer keeps us CLOSE to the HEART OF GOD

2.  Prayer CONNECTS us to EACH OTHER

3.  Prayer DOES make a DIFFERENCE
IV.  How can I overcome?  Keeping the Commitment:


1.  Realize that your prayers MATTER TO GOD

2.  Realize that your prayers MAKE A DIFFERENCE

3.  Make a HABIT out of PRAYER TIME
James 5:13-20 

    Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. Is anyone happy? Let him sing songs of praise. [14] Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. [15] And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. [16] Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. 

    [17] Elijah was a man just like us. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years. [18] Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops. 

    [19] My brothers, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should bring him back, [20] remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of his way will save him from death and cover over a multitude of sins. 

For further reading:
Sunday:  James 5:13-20

Monday:  Ephesians 1:15-23

Tuesday:  Revelation 7:9-8:4

Wednesday:  II Chronicles 7:11-18

Thursday:  Mark 1:21-35

Friday:  Mark 14:32-42

Saturday:  Matthew 6:5-15

I. 1. Pray Continually; II. 1. Demands, Time; 2. Priorities, Lives; 

3. Forces, World; 4. About, Impact; III. Close, Heart of God; 

2. Connects, Each Other; 3. Does, Difference; 

IV. 1. Matter to God; 2. Make a Difference; 3. Habit, Prayer Time
