LIFE FOR DUMMIES:

Principles from the Proverbs #7
Proverbs 10:18-21

“Your foot has a bad aftertaste:

Keep it out of your mouth!”

Have you ever said something and regretted it?

Have you ever thought of a great response…

3 hours later?

What do the Proverbs teach us about 

When to speak and when to stay silent?

I.  Helpful tips to avoid “Foot-in-Mouth” disease:

Speak when it is APPROPRIATE for you to do so

“A word aptly spoken is like apples of gold in settings of silver.”  -25:11

CONSIDERATIONS:

1.  TIMING




vs. 10:14

2.  SITUATION




vs. 25:11

3.  AUDIENCE




vs. 12:25

4.  DURATION




vs. 10:19

5.  TRUTH




vs. 12:19

Shut up at MOST OTHER  times! 

“Even a fool is thought wise if he keeps silent, and discerning if he holds his tongue.”  -17:28

1.  Give ADVICE only when asked 

vs. 17:27

2.  THINK first, then SPEAK


vs. 29:20

3.  LISTEN to a WISE person or FRIEND 
vs.12:15

4.  Avoid GOSSIP



vs. 20:19

II.  Why these tips help

Words foolishly spoken:

1.  RUIN your REPUTATION


vs. 19

2.  RECKLESSLY wound OTHERS

vs. 17

3.  REVEAL a person’s IGNORANCE
vs. 23

Words aptly spoken: 

1.  REWARD with GOOD THINGS 

vs. 14

2.  REVEAL your CHARACTER 

vs. 17

3.  REFRESH a WOUNDED SPIRIT 

vs. 18

4.  RENEW an ANXIOUS HEART 

vs. 25

(12:14) From the fruit of his lips a man is filled with good things as surely as the work of his hands rewards him.

(12:15) The way of a fool seems right to him,

      but a wise man listens to advice.

(12:16) A fool shows his annoyance at once,

      but a prudent man overlooks an insult.

(12:17) A truthful witness gives honest testimony,

      but a false witness tells lies.

(12:18) Reckless words pierce like a sword,

      but the tongue of the wise brings healing.

(12:19) Truthful lips endure forever,

      but a lying tongue lasts only a moment.

(12:22) The LORD detests lying lips,

      but he delights in men who are truthful.

(12:23) A prudent man keeps his knowledge to himself,

      but the heart of fools blurts out folly.

(12:24) Diligent hands will rule,

      but laziness ends in slave labor.

(12:25) An anxious heart weighs a man down,

      but a kind word cheers him up.

