LIFE FOR DUMMIES:

Principles from the Proverbs #4
Proverbs 27:23-27

“American Idol:

Impressing the Right Judge”

America is obsessed with money – the real American Idol.  Are you?  How can you tell if money is your idol, and how can you break free?

I.  Identify the Symptoms:

22:7


1.  Being unable to 
MANAGE  DEBT



a.  Playing the CREDIT CARD SHUFFLE


b.  Paying INTEREST AND FEES
2.  Being unable to   MANAGE STRESS 


a.  In your RELATIONSHIPS


b.  In your WORK


3.  Being unable to GIVE TO ANYONE
II.  Pinpoint the Problem:

23:4-5


1.  Too many NEEDS


a.  UNFORTUNATE CIRCUMSTANCES


b.  UNWISE CHOICES



2.  Too many WANTS


a.  MATERIALISM – OVERSPENDING



b.  IDOLATRY – OVERSAVING



III.  Discover the Cure:

27:23-27


1.  ASSESS your SITUATION
2.  SET REALISTIC GOALS and MEET THEM

3.  Put your PLAN into ACTION
IV.  Take the Medication:

22:17-19

Key to this whole concept is understanding that trusting God with your money is a SPIRITUAL DECISION more than a FINANCIAL DECISION.  Will you make the following decisions today?

1.  
 I will set up a budget and stick to it

2.  
 I will regularly give 

% of my income to God

3.  
 I will earn & spend money in ways that honor God

4.  
 I will discuss this with someone close to me

Proverbs 27:23-27

(23) Be sure you know the condition of your flocks,

      give careful attention to your herds;

(24) for riches do not endure forever,

      and a crown is not secure for all generations.

(25)When the hay is removed and new growth appears

      and the grass from the hills is gathered in,

(26) the lambs will provide you with clothing,

      and the goats with the price of a field.

(27) You will have plenty of goats' milk

      to feed you and your family

     
      and to nourish your servant girls.
