LIVING A LIFE OF JOY

The Be Happy Attitudes #4
Matthew 5:10-12
“Beyond the Horizon”

Is it hard to live as a Christian
When you’re away from the church

And out in the world?

How do you handle the challenges of everyday life?

        “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”  - Hebrews 12:2 

For Christians who want to live a life of joy and happiness, Jesus teaches that our attitudes and our actions strongly influence our state of happiness.  The Beatitudes which Jesus taught to His disciples also teach us certain attitudes that ought to Be in our lives today:*

I. Our attitude about OURSELVES
  (vs. 1-3)

II. Our attitude about OUR SIN

  (vs. 4-6)  

III. Our attitude about OUR LORD
 (vs. 7-9)


IV. Our attitude about OUR WORLD
 (vs. 10-12)
*This Outline is adapted in part from Warren W. Wiersbe’s “Be” Series.
“Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,…”  
those who:


1.  KNOW what they BELIEVE


2.  Know WHY they 
BELIEVE


3.  Are willing to STAND for what they BELIEVE

4.  Are willing to ACT on those BELIEFS  
Matthew 5:10-12 

    Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,

        for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

    [11] "Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. [12] Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

THE SECRETS OF HAPPINESS
1.  On my own, I don’t know how to live a life of joy, but I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me!

2.  With Christ’s help, I can have victory over the sin in my life, and live a life that pleases God!

3.  True joy is not found through living for myself, but through living for God!

4.  There is more to this life than what I can see, and beyond each trial there is a treasure just waiting to be found! 
