GOD’S TOP 10 LIST

Laws that Lead to Freedom #10

James 2:24-26; Acts 5:1-5

“Is it ever OK for a Christian to lie?”

“Thou shalt not bear false witness.”
I.  The case for situational lying

Rahab lied and was REWARDED

Lie- “to withhold the truth from someone who has a right to know.”
Lies may be justified in certain situations, considering:

1.  
MOTIVE


2.  
METHOD


3.  
CONSEQUENCE

II.  The case for continual truth

Ananias lied and was CONDEMNED

Lie- “a false statement made with deliberate intent to deceive.”
1.  Lies often DEVELOP
 from questionable motives:

a.  Lies are too easy to 
RATIONALIZE    to ourselves

2.  Lies always DEPEND ON deceptive methods:

a.  False 
STATEMENTS

b.  
EXAGGERATIONS and HALF TRUTHS

3.  Lies often have DAMAGING consequences:

a.  To a person’s CHARACTER and 
CREDIBILITY    

b.  To a person’s RELATIONSHIPS
III.  The Truth about lying

Lying is against:

a.  Our NATURE


b.  God’s 
WILL



“Love TRUTH more than you fear PAIN.” –Dan Korem

James 2:25 

    In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? 

Acts 5:1-5 

    Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. [2] With his wife's full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles' feet. 

    [3] Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? [4] Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God." 

    [5] When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had happened. 

For further reading:

Sunday:  Psalm 109

Monday:  Proverbs 6:12-19

Tuesday:  Joshua 2:1-24; James 2:25; Hebrews 11:31

Wednesday:  Exodus 1:15-21

Thursday:  Acts 5:1-11

Friday:  John 8:31-47

Saturday:  Colossians 3:1-10

