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AMAZING STORIES
Life Lessons from the Best Book of All! #3
Genesis 6:9-22; Hebrews 7:11
“The Promise of the Rainbow”
10/2/05


Do you have any memory of the 1977 flood, or any other flood or major storm?

Read Hebrews 11:7
Why was Noah listed in the Hebrews 11 “Hall of Faith?”  What about his story showed such noteworthy faithfulness?

*What is “holy fear?”  Have you ever been motivated to do something out of holy fear?

What is meant by ‘the righteousness that comes by faith?’  Can we share in this as well?  How?

Read Genesis 6:9-14
What word is repeated 3 times in vs. 11 to describe God’s problem with the world?
How is the use of this word different than just saying that everyone was a sinner?
In what ways do people today corrupt what God intends for good?

*Has there ever been a time in your life when things were so bad, you just wanted to wash everything away and start over again?  How did God help you get past that time?

The sermon looked at 4 ways that Noah related with God in the story of the flood:

1.  Noah WALKED with God

2.  Noah was WARNED by God

3.  Noah WORKED with God

4.  Noah was reWARDED by God

*Which of these can you relate most with?  Why?

Read Genesis 6:18-22
This passage speaks of God’s covenant with Noah.  What was that covenant?
*The story ends in chapter 9 of Genesis with God creating the first rainbow, and setting it up in the sky as a sign of the promise he made to Noah, that He would never again destroy the world by flood.  What promise of God is most dear to you?  Why?

“It takes both sunshine and rain to make a rainbow.”  When in your life have these words brought comfort to you (if not these exact words, at least the concept behind them)?



There is a lot of heaviness in the church right now.  There have been more funerals this year, more people diagnosed with serious illnesses, and more people losing their jobs than in past years.  Attendance is down, giving is flat, and expenses are rising.  Not a very pretty picture, is it?  Despite all of this, God is good, and God has a plan for Bethany UMC and for you!  How we stand in the midst of adversity says a lot about who we are and Who we serve.  Try to not only keep a positive attitude, but also to share a positive attitude and help others keep their spirits up!  How can you help improve the atmosphere of the church – socially, spiritually, financially?  Keep the faith!


Pray for Bethany UMC, for our pastor and his family, and continue to pray for our finances and stewardship, and also for our fall ministries and upcoming charge conference. 

Hebrews 11:7 

    By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. 

Genesis 6:9-14 

    This is the account of Noah.

    Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked with God. [10] Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth. 

    [11] Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight and was full of violence. [12] God saw how corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways. [13] So God said to Noah, "I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth. [14] So make yourself an ark of cypress wood; make rooms in it and coat it with pitch inside and out. 

Genesis 6:18-22 

    But I will establish my covenant with you, and you will enter the ark--you and your sons and your wife and your sons' wives with you. [19] You are to bring into the ark two of all living creatures, male and female, to keep them alive with you. [20] Two of every kind of bird, of every kind of animal and of every kind of creature that moves along the ground will come to you to be kept alive. [21] You are to take every kind of food that is to be eaten and store it away as food for you and for them." 

    [22] Noah did everything just as God commanded him. 
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